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KIT CAR SHOW

Saturday and Sunday 1st - 2nd April 1995
HISTORIC DOCKYARD CHATHAM KENT

JUNCTION 3 OFF THE M2
ADMISSION ADULTS £5.00. CHILDREN UNDER 12 £2.00

SCREAMING LORD SUTCH BN g B LOZRVI 01 1 B OLY I
AND FRIENDS % KIT CAR MANUFACTURERS
* PARTS AND ACCESSORY STANDS
* TANK CAR CRUSHING SHOW
* FREE PARKING
* CASH CONCOURS PRIZES
* CLUB DISPLAYS
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AS SEEN ON TV'S
MR BEAN

A EUROPEAN SHOW PROMOTION

FOR TRADE STANDS PHONE/FAX 01233 713878
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OF BOTH WORLDS

When you drive the Haldane HD 300, you immediately appreciate the benefit of its successful

passage through the requirements of Low Volume Type Approval. As well as to buyers of factory
built cars, this refinement is also available to kit builders as lan Hyne reports.
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The interior reflects the Mavour of the
Later 3000 models with its centre console
arrangement. Electric wind up windows
are standard across the range of kits and
complete cars.




The Ford 2 litre DOHC EFi motor only
develops 118 bhp but combines with a
weight of 1892 Ibs to deliver 140 bhp
per ton, Bottom end power and good
mid range torgue allow it to deliver
sports car thrills,

refinement that provides a car's
passport to a bigger and more
disceming market in which it competes
with production machinary for
customess” favour,

The Haldane made its debut in
1287 but its distinctive, Healey 100
replica body disguised a markedly
differant mechanical specfication to that
on offer today. 1t had a four rail ladder
frame chassis, Vauxhall Chevette
double wishbore front and Ive sede rear
suspension assemblies and a Codina
OHC engine.

Az a kit form spors car and one of
the very few Healey 100 replicas 1o be
offered, it had its attractions for
enthusiasts and over the intervening
years, some 100 kits have been sold
but it was hardly a specification in
keeping with modern standards of
sports car design, Thus the dedsion
was Eken fo complately redasign the
car with a totally up to date specification.
In additon, it would have a quality of
finish that would equip it to take on
Mainsiream Sports Car Competios.

So does the new specification
Hakdane e up o s design cbijedives?

Beneath the flawless GRP skin
that now offers a choice between the
onginal 100 shape and the laler 3000,
the chassis has been specifically
designed to employ the latest
mechanical components on offer from
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The Best Of Both Worlds

Ford., The unil itself is a 16 gauge
square section steel ube backbons
spaceframe with & full padmeter frame
and a bolt an ol over bar in chwomed
CDS wbe. Suspension is by doubls,
unadgual length wishbones all round at
the front augrmented by Cortina upnights,
inclined adjustable collspring damyer
units and an anti roll bar. At the badk, the
systern employs Haldane fabncated
steal uprights and adjustable collspring
damper units. Fomd is also the sous of
the modified rack and pinion, disc
brakes (opional rear drums on kit bl
cars acoording 1o the spedfication of the
donor Slerra), differantial, driveshafts
(shortened) and the engine. On: faciony
built cars this will be the Ford 2 fine
DOHC, EFI with full engine
managemeant and a 3 way cataltic
converter. Weaighing In at a pratty
substantial 1900 bs that stil equates 1o
a power o weight rmtio of 140 bhp per
fon which is pratty good.

While the undempinnings ara a=-

modem as avallable componantry can
make them, the Hakdane owes its looks
o the dassic Healeys of the fifies and
limes sl create a powerful atiraction 0
the ninsties. In addition, in developing
the Haldane to modem standards of
engineering and mechanical
taken o anhance its levels of comfion

Release the chrome plated burst
proot ook and the door swings aside
reveal a cockpit of leather lined ooy,
The fully adjustable seats aliow the
perfect driving position to be achieved
and satting Mo its supportive emibaces,
you find all the controls pedecty placed.
The dashboard is less than tolally
avthentic but it is weall laid out function=l
as well as attractive. The Haldane aiso
banafits from wind up windows as per
the later 3000 models but this tme with
the additional refinemant of electric
operation on kits and factony built cars
alike. The codkpit is also spacious for
two and extremely comfortatie and |
could well cortempiate some serous
tourng in e car.

It's an impression that is greatly
entanced when you dive it

Although muted to LVTA noise
limits, starting the Haldane produces a
pleasingly purposeful ehaust nota.
Depress the beautifuly weighted duich
and the lever of the MT 75 gearbox slips
sweetly into first after which manimal
thotle pressuns balances the dutch and
the car just glides away. The ride s
supremely good, not only on smooth
surfaces but also across lessar quality
lerrain whene the springs and dampers
soak up the bumps whilst keeping all
four wheals N finm contact with the road.
Press the throttle and the car dips ber @i
as the motor brings its urge 1o the ek of
acceleraton. 118 bhp may not seem

the sthuff of drearms but s mors thar the
original Healeys producad from their big
shozs. The 140 bhp per 1on s delverad
smoothly and solidly across a broad
power band and never runs out of
steam. The engine revs happy-and high
but never gets ragged; It just-takes
another deep breath every time you
change up and it's off again. As you
cruise along with the neadles in the
tegher sectors of their dials, you rmight
eSS (e raw nature of less sophisticated
lumps with their accompanying exhaust
beflowy but the thought s soon lost as
youl admire the broad range of ability the

Mail the middle pedal and the all
disc servo assisted system sheds
speed calmly, smoothly, progresshvety
ard effectwely with no drama, puling or
prematune locking. ts a solid padal that
ransmits all the feel yvou would want
o & true sports car and allows you 1o
jcioe your braking o perfection. In ths
its aided by the marweliously positive
and responsive rack that allows pinpoint
precision in placing the car on the road,

Pushed into a bend, the front end
orips well and responds pasitvely, the
= roll bar keeping the attitude prstty flat
and making a valid contribution 1o the
car's neutral handling characteristics.
Crwvercia it and the nose will run wide ina
classic display of predictable front
angina, rear drive response, as
understeer gives way 1o oversteser but
that said, such is the ability of the
Hakdane that it doesnt happen often.

Indeed, while many will initially
miss the raw power, noise, revs, hard
acceleration and oversteer of a more
authantic mechanical replica, a briat stint
behind the wheel of the Haldane
reveals it o be every bit as capabie as
more graphically demonstrative cars
whilst always having a good bit in
resaene. Really, it will match them afl the
waay, the only noticeable absentes from
its repertoire of skills being noise but
when you've gatl it, you really don't need
o shout about it

The HD 300 diven for this plecs
is a top specification example of a
factory built car available for £E22000
Incusive of vat. Of course as kit cars go
it's on the expensive side and for car
bulding enthusiasts it robs tham of the
plessure of construction as well as the
lessar financial demands of doing it
yourself,

Howenver, the good news is that
the Haldanes are available in kit form at
vary reasonable prices. Additionally, if
you wart to build a car to the faciony car
spacification, thers are encugh ER units
with the full complement of amission
control equipmeant available n scrap
yards, True, they're mae expanshvae
than an obsolate OHC and trickier 1o
overbadd bt at leastits theee if you wart
it On the other and, i you'ra one of
those who enjoys an exhaust bark as
passenger, he Haldane offers various




good things about factony built avaiatility
is that the buld should be easier due 1o
the factony Nnot being prepared to folerate
any assembly problems as wall as the
fact that they will ber able 1o supply sveny
single last nut and bolt due to the fact
that they need them themsahes.

You know its strange that such a
celebrated British sports car as the
Healey 100 and 3000 have never really
produced a creditable and successful
repica for latter day enthusiasis,. The first
was Roger Blockley's RMB Healey
which was a rebodying exercse on an
MGEEB. It wasn bad but vanous aspects
of it, like the one plece flip fronl, desated
oo much from the onginals while it was
introduced at a ime when MGBs were
becoming expensive donors aven
though they'ne anything bul now, Thera
was also the Harmmier which used the
Rover W8 engine but again, it was oo
expensive, Thus the Haldane seems
sat 1o fil the gap in both the replica and
kit markets.,

So, going back to the original
guestion of whether the Haldane ves
up to its design objactives, | reckon it
does and is set 1o do vary wall indaed,
The experience of Wastlield and
Marcos has aready demonstrated that
there is a good market for spedialist
sports cars among thosa who have no
wish 1o build them and | think the acvent
of the Haldane is sat o increase the
choice whilst benefiing kit builders at the
sarme time.

The Best Of Both Worlds

The thoroughly developed chassis and mechanical recipe endows the Haldane with
vuistanding road ability and refinement, kits henefiting greatly from the complete car’s

LVTA testing.
SPECIFICATION - HALDANE HD 100 & 300
Chassis. 16 e squers fube backhone spaceiems with perimeter side rals and boit b roll aver protechion
Poveder ooated.
Body, Tt Seqter convertibie Austin Haaley 100 and 3000 replices i GRP
Suspension, front. - Hasdane fabnicaned doubils unequal fenath wishbones, Feed Coring upnight. inclinad adjustabis
coitsprig dhamiper uni, @i rof ber
Suspension, rear. Irctepengent by Haldane fabricatad doutile, (mequal length weshibones and skl uprights,
afyestabi: cosnring damper Units. o Sier diffesental, hubs, bearngs and shonenad driveshafts.
Steering. Hltkna modiied mck and pinion
Brakes. Dieo front. choice of disc or dnam ey, Senvo asssted.
Eniging. Ford 2 fire COHC: 5 with engine management sysism, emission control and catshdic comvenar
Ersgine optiors, Warigus Ford four cylinder units, Fet, Toyola and Lofus DOHG.
Transmission. Frve speed manusl.
Wheslsandtyres.  51/2 x 15" Minilie repicas or bol on wires fited vwith 18565 x15° radials.
Dirmanzions, (herall langth 121 Bims Orveerall width, it 1ins
Ohveral hesghit 4L Dins: Wheahass TR Gins
Teack. 4t Zis Waight 1892 s,
Weight detribution.  4BF/52R
Kil prices. Chassrs Wt £1850 inc vat
Bocy kit (HD100 &:300) £1860 inc vl
Compledsar, £22061 - vt
Comolets cars ampioy 2l naw companents:

Fub et of b coniens, Specifications, prices, oplionss,  exiras and Compliet cars are givee i thie fully detalied. infonmation
pack availila from;
Haldana Motor Company, Dept KCI, Unit 12, Mackdey Estate, Small Dobe, Near Hanfield, Sussex BNS D0,

Tel. 01273 493860, Fax. 01273 494889,
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