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The Haldane 100
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EAL ING PROCESS

hen 4
mictolite
ajrcraly
builderand
2 wind
turbine
engincer comhbine to ser abour
building acar. you would naturally
cxpect the resules to be quite
impressive. Brian Harrison and
Alisdarr McLean Scotare the two
gentlemen in question and, with

financial backing from John

Haldane, formed Haldane
Developments. And so, aided by
the superb, hitech and 1op secret
SIFNg computer, our inepid
engincers commenced designing
and building the HD 100, a repli
of one of the mid $0sand early 605
classics, the Austin Healey 100/ M,
Ihe Healey wasone of those cars
thut was abways an the forefront of
spons car tacing duning the period,
{do you remember classic TV film
from races of the time, Monte
Carlo and the like? Yes, THAT
car!) It was admired for many
reasons, lesvisual impact, strength
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An early morning drive to
Scotland 1s a pleasureable
experience at the best of times
and, when a chance to drive an all
time classic replica is added, it
becomes a2 memorable one as

Kevin McGoverin reports on his
Healey highland fling.

und  smooth  acceleration
combined with reliability made it
amuch in demand model, To be
fair, it did have its deawhs
suffered occasionally fron

ground clearance, the heat in :Iw
cockpir at times made it feel as if
the incumbentof the said area had

been placed in the hotese pare of

theoven, and last, but by no means
least, the terror of all seeel
l\nrh'wr-:ri- rList.

armed  with  this
informarion, ourScors wizardsset

abour producing the HD 100 with
a determination o provide real
metoring enthusmsis with avehicle
of high quality which would reflect
the plus poimisof the onginal ar the
same time, working o eradicaie
those areas which scored minus
marks,

The steel chassis, jig assembled
[0 ensure |||1':E-1:rrmjt'!.- of
production, 15 4 C fnur rail
ladder frame usi
mm main rails and 40 % 40
outriggers while the whole thing is

fully drilled and bracketed o
accept the donor mechanics which,
in this case are Vauxhall Cheverte
Thesecomprise the complere from
crossmember which currently
attaches o rhe chassis via the
standard rubber bushes although
a conversion to solid ones will be
tried asan expenment. Atrhe back
several modifications have maken
place. The standard torque rube is
dispensed with and the axle is
locared by aclassic five link fixing.
This fearures special brackerry
welded to the axle which accepts
the shorrened standard trailing
arms, two additional armsand the
shortened panhard 1od. In
addition, the Cheverte coil springs
ourof rwo Spax
coilover unitsand a new propshaft
compleres the installation.
Astarasengines go, buildersof
the HD 100 have a wide choice.
The demonstrator is fitted with a
2 litre Corting OHC unit which
givesadecent blend of powerand
cconomy a5 well as serving as a
populardevelopmentengine. Itis




It dooks a fitle bare bat orpinal bumpers, as well as ald briphework, il
avarlable. The pritle har been ipecially made

astandard unitbut, due o Bran's
EXICNSIVE racing experience with
his own cars as well as preparation
of an Ensign driven by Mo Nunn,
no less, he is a fan of Fish
carburettors and thisengine usesa
1 1/4° unit which only boosts
power by abour 3 bhp but givesa
significant increase in botrom and
mid range torque.

As | say, ir will be 3 popular
engine but, for these who requine
more power, once the handling
niggles are overcome, the small
twin cams from Fiar, Alfaor Toyora
will fit the bill very well indeed.

The body design, in the main,
remains true o the onginal Healey

100/ M, although some linesat the
rear have been taken from the Later
100/5 and 3000 models. The
bodyshell comprises a standard 6
and § oz lay up of CSM reinforced
with woven cloth and coremar
where necessary. Indeed, strengeh
has been of paramount imponance
in making the body which, when
completed will be a virrual
monocogue on isown and will add
rigidiry to the flat chassis. All the
internal panels including the
floorpan, are bonded ro the main
bedy while still in the mould to
achieve a totally sealed unit. The
strength of the body givesexcellent
impact resiscance, especially in the
door aress which are double
skinned with woven roving and
coremat reinforcement. The door
pillarson the body are of GRP box
secrion  design  using  steel
backplates for the hinge location
The bonner and boot panels are
similacly reinforced and, regether
with the steel chassis, creare asafe
interior for the passengers. The
onlyitem currently missing (sa roll
over bar which, while many may
regard as detracting from the classic
linesaf the car, will enhance safery
i the event of acollision and rthis
is offered as an oprion,

Opening the bonnet revealsthe
Cortinaengine with bags of room
for the alternatives mentioned
while....

“You could also puta Rover V8
inthere’, said Brian in his Scotrish
brogue.

"Wouw, really?” said I with, I'm
afraid, rather obvious excitement
in my voice and face.

‘Certainly’, he replied, ‘but
don'y ever ask me to help you get
it out again!”

‘Thanks a lor'

Looking past the engine also
revealed the hastily added inner
wheelarches which have been
considerably beefed up and
extended on the production bodics
1o render the frone end rgid aswell
as to keep the engine bay clean.

‘swung the
impressively large
bonnet from lock to
lock through the §_
bends!

Moving back vo the cockpit, you
see a very invitng driver's seat
faced by a flar, full width
dashboard housing Triumph
gauges, However, photographs of
original cars will reveal the rather
unique arrangement these cars
employed and which would not be
hard to duplicate. The edge of the
cockpit is currently finished in a
bare GRP border bur again, said
photographs will reveal the
polished aluminium strip that
neatly finished the job.

The screen on original cars was
also unique in that it slid down,
‘hettom edge forwards, in order for
the driver 1o experience the wind
in hishairand, while the Haldane
screen uses cast uprights which
means it will not fold down, you
can still ger all the original
hardware cither specially fram
Haldane or from SC Austin
Healey, tel 0293 547841.

Opening the boot reveals the
special, 7 gallon fuel tank which
sits above the rear axle with space
for the spare wheel on top. Even
with the spare and the boor

Rear fighes are a bit of a compromise but, ( yon wani the right hardware. it
i avrlable,

mounted barrery in place, there s
still a decent amount of space for
loose lugpage.

Stepping back to admire the car
one can readily appreciate the lines
thar have stood the test of ume
while, from a distance, the
Haldane looks every inch the
orniginal car.

‘though currently
displaying a few faults,
Brian and Alisdair are
well aware of them!

Stepping closer, vou begin to
notice the small rell rale differences
which ensure thar this carwill never
foolanyone but that was never the
mainobjective. Asaprotatype, the
car bearsthe scarsof all the mistakes
and inaccuracies that have occured
dunng development and the ill
firting erim and vanous unfinished
edges will all be raken care of bu,
what is far more important at this
stage is how it drives.

The 1 1 14" Fiskh cavharetior gire
abaret 5 b mare while the extra
frorton and mid range torgue are
adalisranal bewefies

he large doors open

very wide 1o afford

good accessand once

in the driver's sear

you are immediately

aware thar you sir

very much ‘in’ the car with the

cockpit edge just below shoulder

level. The recovered Cobra seats

were very comfortable with good

thigh suppont while the

adjustment allowed a good driving

position even forchaps well over &

feer tall. Given the unique

appearance of the original

dashboard, the flat plank in the

Haldane wasa bit bland buritdid

house a full range of clocks courtesy
of a Triumph

It was alsa firced with a pair of

competition harnesses which

necessitared 4 ten minute struggle

The engine bay affers good access to the Cortima exngine witle fwin can are
seen gt fe mioss poflar aftereatioes.



Viery simple to fit and very effective i wie. The batvam balf opens for band
igmali and car pavk wreters

The corront moulded farciz it a lienle Mand while acopry of the uriginal et
atoay version i planned compiete with gral bandle,

in order 1o get the things on but
mounting points forconventional
cross belts will be incorporated on
furure chassis to make marers
easier

Reaching under the dash forthe
key prompeed instano response
from the engine which announced
igration o the world via-a very
aggressive exhaust note. Going for
the clutch, | noticed the pedals
were mounted rather high,
another mod on future cars, buti
wasnathing couldn'tlive with so
inta first and away. The extra
torgue from the Fish carb was very
noticeable round the twistng
roads of Blantyre and obviated a
great deal of juggling between
second and third while the steenng
was light and responsive, the
brakes similarly efficient and rhe
whole experience one tomake you
vearn for the open roads our of
Crlasgow

With-my wish granted., a good
stab on the throttle had the car
accelerating well bue the high diff
ratio (atound 4.1:1) made the car
slower than one would naturally
expect. However, once rolling, the
screen and sidescreens offered
excellent protection from the

elements whilse the nde kepr me
wellinformed of all that wasgoing
on below. A few bumps caused the
185/ 70nyreson 14° rims tofoul the
wheelarches at the front bur this
will be cured when the front
subftame is lowered by about 2' in
telation o the chassis, Coming to
the firstcorners, the car exhibited
maore roll than expected, coupled
with the occasional bit of bump
steer butagain, replacementof the
anti roll bars and a geomerry
change o the lower wishbone
mounting on the chassis will
overcome these trais. Even 3o,
cornering was an enjoyable
experience with the steering
working particularly well as |
swung the impressively large
bonnet from lock to lock thiough
the S bends and while the roll was
pronounced, the grip was good
with the rearend sitting fiem all the
way round

The other partcularly
noticeable aspect of driving the car
was the smooth nature of the
conttols. The pedals, which will
aleo be lowered on the nextcar, had
a good length of travel which.
combined with their light acuon,
made the car casy to drive very

smoothly, the fluid movements
making rapid progress easy

| was hooked! My only real
problem wasfinding somewhere
park my left leg after declutching
 having adjusted the seat tosuirmy
particular build bur this too will be
ironed out. {the problem, notthe
leg ) by the planned repositioning
of the footbox, Thar and the
absence of an overnaking marror
were very insignificant gripes i
relarion o the enjovment of
driving the car

Owverall, 10 was 4 super car to
drive and though currendly
displaying a few faults, Brian and
Abisdairare wellaware of them and
lam positive that HD 100 number
two will be fully sorred ar which
time the car will be ready for more
power.

As faras the minor shorcomimgs
of ill firting trim and unfinished
edgesarcconcerned, these oo will
be tidied up while | am sure
individual customers will probably
go the whole hog of replica
interniors and fiings.

Actually, the sidescreens fitted
to thecarare genuine Healey parns
as will be the hood when fited,
They are very simple but very
effectve while the lower flap opens
conveniently for car park meters
and the like.

By now I'm sure that most, if not
all, will have gathered that Tam just
a shade enthusigstic about this
project, in which case you are
absolutely correct and may award
yourself one of teacher’s gold stars,
MNotanly isthisapotentially superb
car, it'salmest two cars for the price

ofone for by simply removing the
bumpers. windscreen  and
standard bonnet and replacing
them with acro screens and a
louvred bonnet, the
transformation from touringcar o
racing beast is casily achieved
Indeed, many Healeys fearured
wraparound perspex screens so
with the Haldane kit and the
assistance of SC Austin Healey, you
cun make the car really look the
PHF[

Unformunately, no brochure s
available ar present but, with all
the modificarions listed, the chaps
have cnough todoar the moment.
However, they are adamant that
the second carwill be ready in ume
for the Kit Car Acnion Day at
Knockhill circuit on 24 th July so
if you want todrive something a bit
special, don’t miss them!

In addition 1o compiling a
brochure, they also have o finalise
the kit packages and prices bur, as
a rough puide, the basic kit will
comprise the chassis and bodyshell
finished 1n white gel coar with
doors, bonnet and boot ficeed, the
moulded fascia, hearer cover,
pedal box. modified prop shafe.
steering column extension, Teat
axle bracketry and extra rear axle
locaring arms all for the excellent
sum of £1950 plus var

Some of you may well have seen
the car ar Stoneleigh bue, if you
missed it, full details are available
form Haldane Developments,
265, Clarkston Hoad, Cathcart,
Glasgow G44 DN, Tel 041 637
2234,

The cockpit affers comfort and space Jor teo i the Gobra seali wihile the
arginal sdescreens affer good prodeciion from the elemenis




